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took place on shore as the reports we received at the time were
confusing and indefinite.

The action opened at 8 a.m. by a naval bombardment of
Krithia and the Achi Baba slopes. " At the same time the 29th
Division climbed wearily out of their trenches, and plodded
forward in the direction of Krithia. ... At first all went well
on the 29th Division front, no opposition was encountered,
there was little or no Turkish shelling, and by 9 a,m. the capture
of Krithia seemed imminent. According to Turkish accounts,
some of their forward troops began to give ground directly the
British advanced, and one battalion bolted.'* As the line
advanced through the difficult broken country, units lost touch,
and before long our line was in considerable confusion, practically
every Company Commander fighting an independent battle.
The Turkish official account admits that their centre broke, and
an order was issued for a general retirement to Achi Baba, but
at ii a.m, reinforcements restored their line.

Thus the battle ebbed and flowed all day, at one time to within
a few hundred yards of Krithia, but when night fell the Allied
troops were practically back in their original trenches. The
29th Division started the day with between 8,000 and 9,000 men,
and had 2,000 casualties, including a high proportion of
officers ; the French had 5,000 engaged, and had lost 27 officers
and 974 men.

The whole of another sleepless night was spent in re-sorting
units, and filling gaps in the line. The Turks made no attempt
to counter-attack during the night. It is now known that their
losses were as heavy as ours, and that throughout the day the
situation was regarded by them as critical. The historian
concludes: " But though the 29th Division was badly bent,
it was to prove that night, as on countless future occasions, that
its spirit could not be broken."

To this testimony, I would like to add the unbounded
admiration I recorded at the time, for the heroic, unbeaten
bearing, of that worn-out but most glorious Division.

When it was apparent that our troops were heavily engaged,
the Queen Elizabeth weighed at once, and proceeded up the west
coast, and was manoeuvred to cover, as far as possible, the troops
working along the left flank.   Some of her guns werejceserved_
for shrapnel, in the event of the enemy giving "opportunities,